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Devonshire Club

LOMDON

Words: Catherine Martin | Phatography: Courtesy of Devonshire Club

t the height of their populadty, private members” dubs
necupied London’s West End in their hundreds, providing a
sancruary tor the upper dlass meotlerman
Such establishments fell curof Favour in the 200 cenmary, bur regent
YEArs |'|.r'|l.'|; man rhl.. Mgy /4 nevy hl'l..l..l.l ol |.:||,I|'|. Llll‘llll'l_'||'||,|l||:.':
fices i gomcess of L1200 per year the likes of The Groocho Clab, Saho
Hose amd The Hospital Clulbs have proved there’s renewed appenice
foer meembers-only Gaciliges.
The latest addition o this prowing sector is Devonshire Club,
headed up by CED Brian Clivaz, a well-known Bzgure on London’s

haspitality circuit. Clivaz has been responsible For a mumber of the
citys establishments; he was the Founding Direcror of Home Hlouse,
an exglusive club socupring a mrrace of Georgian roevmbogses in
Porrman Sguare, and larer became Manaping Drircomor of The Ams
Club, cversgging irs rransbormanon and 2011 relaunch, And in
2013, b joined forees with Laurence Daacson to acguire D'Escarpr,
Lomaden’s oldest French restaurant with associated members” dluls,
For bus mew venture — named afber the square on whach i sits -
Clivaz called on the ¢ream of his former allics 1© bring the concepl
par like, FBCR Director Simon Whitley was previowsly a chef ar Hons




Humase; Executive Ched Olver Lesnak has cone from LEscarpor; while
wlenor Jq.':.l;.'.m.'r:. March 8¢ White alse devised the intenor scheme at
The Arts Club. Completing the ling-up is Peter *‘Harry” Harris of real
eatate consultancy 3150, Harris coe-founded the clubs with (livaz,
providing archirecmaral amd project management services, working
closely wirh March & Whige on inferiors,

Close: ro rll"i.'l|.lllll| Srreet, the club seoupies a listed 1% cenfury
Hi‘,."l.'m'.' warehouse and ud|;Jl.'l.'|1[ offige |'-ul|d|l|;.‘;. semainively lmbed
on the sceond Boor wia a glazed foothridpe. Given that thene was
little miore than a non-desenpt shell o work sath, the eam has
done a sterling job in inteoducing features thae feel as if they hawe
always been pare of the fabric of the building. Decorarive ceiling,
coffers, panclled walls and stained plass windows by Harry Cardross
make appearances in the public spaces, whils fimber flooring is by
Hakwood, The Metherlands-based manu facourer has supplicd the
floorcoverings throughour in a vanery of reamsens, colours and
styles, fromn herminpbone o basker weave and chevron, which also
serve b distinguash one spaos from the nex.

Careful planning of the ground oo has resuleed in a legical series
of public spaces that flow into cne another, each with its ovm distinet
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dentuy and g ue features. “The arrival SCLUEIAOE AN niovernent
through the bar and brassiere and on to the garden room is something
that we wantred to recaprure here,” explaing James White, co-founder
of March B White, comparing it o the studio®s seccesshul scheme
ar The Arrs Club,

From check-in — condiocred onder a bespoke Muorano glass
chandelic ||:. Sepso — heavy i ber doors lead o the L|1ul|1|.1u!.'.l|l.'
Bar Less of an exclusive den reserved onl v ficn :-w.'l.'l..1| COCARI S, 0
a popular spot for morning cofiee, business mectinps and, as the light
fades, a plass of fizz from the Gushourne Estate, makers of Enpland®s
fest sparkling wines. The difficulry in Ending a seat ar 2_Mpm on
a Toesday afrernoon is testament to che bar's success as an all-day
spave whose ambianee changes throughout the course of the day,

1._'|||'|I:I|I|,Ii|'|:.': rhl'|||,l:.':_|'| the _|'\l_|'-|||,I|I|,| Hoor 15 thie Brasserie, a 110-
sl resfaurant serving up a mend deseribed as *Se-James-mecrs-
Saint-Tropez”, Scasonal dishes include Brinsh favounes alonpside
specialities from the Code d*Azur, as well as an aray of shelliish,
veviche, sashimi and cavar from the seafood bar.

The garden room = a beauriful sun-drenched conservarory
= follows, characterised by prowing palms and fora-inspired
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upholstery. The space opens onio an @¥erion terrace [ provide a
misment of rranguiliny in the ciry,

The |.lu|1|u.' SpEUES comtinue on the fest loor, where the Canseric,
1 i|:l|'.:||:|' Bar and Cockrail Bar offer Gifferent CY poricnce: Vel again.
“Each space needed to have s own Fll.'r:.I.'|I1.:||.I|}'._ White l\.'"i:FI.ﬂI.II.!..
“The woods el :.||,,!J'||!|.:.' sWarmer as jum move upsiaimrs, and that’s
b we wranted it to feel, like a progression as you walk through”

What is comman b all spaces is the mid-centary nuodern feel, the
starning, point fer the interior design scheme, This is denwnstraned
by the 19505 and 1M60s-inspired furniture custemne-made by Birish
master craframen, and forther emphasised by a bespoke kineric
msbale i the Cansene,

Where the progect really comes o bife 15 throwugh its wse of coloar
and patiern in the soft formshings. Eschewamg the tvpical pentlemen’s
club aestheric, the all-male design ream decided the peoperty needed a
feminine touch, *We had the archirecharal Laver with the Villa Mecchi-
inspirgd panelling ansd szrucrored ceilings, amd then the mid=cenrury
mieslern fanioaeg,” gontinges Whice, “But we needad sommthing exera
o miakie the scheme pop”

BEVIEW

A chance mezting with desipner Cristing Azario presented such
an oppormanity, As well as running her own stadio, Azario is the
cecan®e Force behind f"-lurru:u, A ||.|.":'|.|.|"!-' beand thar ercared and
prodoced courure Fabicics inothe 1980, Founded by hee parents, the
textile house worked with Chanel, Dior and Valenting and 1s now
|.1|.'|n|.'. reinvented for a new penerafign. 1 .m:-l:m_!; o Mattiers archives,
March & White selected a varicty of designs that have been revorked
as uphnlstery, soft fumishings, drapery, ruzs, and even laser-cut into
stoane 1o add detail o the bar

The designs can also b seen in the 68 guesiraems, for which club
merbers have peionny booking, Roomscome in a vanery of sizes and
desipn schemes, cach fnished roa high standard, with premiom beds
from Hypoos' Lansdovwne collection, sumprtwous drapery supplied by
Diesipners Guild and larpge Natscreens with Apple TV,

“For us, the hig challenge was to bring the level of hespoke design
that you see here vy a commerdial project,” concludes Whire, whise
previeas prajects have been predominantly Ffor privame residenrial
clicnrs, ®Ar Devonshire Clak, almaosr every Bnish and surface is
bespoke. Irinvolves a lor of onse aod effoer, buris whar sers i apare”
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