TAKING SILK

When a barrister couple got hold of this ngrthiLondon town house/Ewas in dire necd of sprucing
up. o, secking counsel, they charged folk-art and antique dealer Robert Young and his
wite, Josyane, with the task, safe in the knowledge that duo's eye for luxury and ad-hoc approach 1o
design would get things back in order. They were right - now, sturdy Windsor chairs, oak
furniture and five fabrics take the stand. Matt Cabberd delivers his verdict. Photography: Tim Beddow
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ROBERT YOUNG went o detives

a dll!liﬂb" tabde b dooe clients cae: -'_ia:r a.n-r] l.-.rmmrl upre-
designing their entire house, The table in questionisa
wanderfully stractural, early | Tth-century teastle with
proversance to Essebourne Priory on the Cowdray Esate
inn ¥West Sumex (Young's antique business specialises in
sichrarities), Ashe was being miven & tour of the house,
e saw that the contractoss were aboul to fake an eléciric
sander to the wooden Noor, He gently exploined thata
mire sibtle methodology might be appropriate - one
wsing Fire wire wool, & vinaigrette of ofl and white spdrit,
and plenty ofelbow grease. The dients trusted his judge-
ment, and s began a happy three-year afffliation, 't set
me off on a rather difficult course with the contractors,’
Young says, langhing. "It isa real hands and-kness job,
The waxesand varnishes are removed by hand, one square
foat at 3 fime, But itgrew to beavery good relationship,
and after the first monith they just el it

Kobest ':'l.'llLl!tg % symonyrmons wrth he finest folk art
wnd vernacular furniture with jest the dght amount of
Enobbles and wobbles. Alongside the antlque isiness,
he and bas wile, [osyane, Tun the interiors consoltancy
Favigre. Their warkload is loosely divided finto hand and
soft: he specialises in the plasters, paints, colours and
architectural elersenis, and dhve deals with stlk curtains,
historic trims and wooden tassels, “It's like that game
whers someons draws d head and someone else draws
a body - we hope that when :l_;i:-i.l:n-: up it works,” EAVE
Young. The chents, o pair of barristers whom we dhall call
Mr anc Mrs C, have added a limb or beo themselves - a

central part of the brief was fo incorporate their collec-
tion of predominantly 19th-century English art. "They
were really involved, but in the most enthissiastic way.,'
says Young. "We became incredibly fond of them,”

The howse was constracted as one of o pair in a narth
Landon witlagein 1600, with twio gr three acres of gar
dens 3t the back and the odd hirsote highwayman trot-
ting past a1 the tront, A high street developed alongside
itinmthe Georgian era, and nowadays it has a bustling
ambience with bisires and big buses. Mr C's Bristol au-
tomabile parked on the cobbled driveway hints a1 the
venerable wonders within. "We bought the howse frorm 2
pliotograpler, and befure that il belonged to the pianist
fromn That's Life!,” Mr Cexplains. Tt was very modern-
iszd, with carpets cverywhere and a TV i one of the fire-
places. It teok a ot ol imagination to se2 that itcould be
a beautiful howse, We uncovered the old fireplace in the
hall, tor exampde. Robert thought there would be one,
and we discovered it through experimentatson,’

Fuwrsii the plder Taris ntthe honss gre i.'lrgn_-i':.' thie resal
of alterations made in the | 8th century, and the clients
nave added thelr own lavers o this ondon of eras "Iz like
&n obd Erylish house whete generations have made ad-
ditions,’ says Young: They set about creating 4 hand-
made, unfitted kitchen, fir example, which was built up
gradually using sabvaged antique elements and an origi-
nal deep butler’s sink on ceramic supports. They made a
dairy table from sycamore wood with metal legs, and the
caonteactor Bvund some raclaimed timber for the work-
topi. Presiding over the 18th-century breakfast table i an
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early 19th=century oak housckeeper's cupboard incor-
porating the ariginal painted apclidaal dick from Ludlow:

Mr C's myuseum-quakity arbworks - which inchade a
proup al ol sketches by Frederic Leighton, peintings by
William Davis and Danicl AMexander Williamzon {bwo of
the Liverpoal Pre-Bapheelites) and a canvas of Virgil's
temb by joseph Weight of Derby - lend an air of nnex-
pected melodrama, "He wanted o retain the perind of
the house, while adding a 19th-century art collection,'
says Yow. "We thought it was o very unlikely combira-
tion, s we made it Jexible and put in piclure raiks. Ity
preat because he can chop and chai ||::u.' In the hedronm,
with its 1Fth-century carved tester bed, 3 Hodman Hunt is
justaposed with o delightfully banal painting of the side
of & house by George Frice Boyce.

Mrand Mre C each have a reoom to escape to, His is
cailed the Colersdge Boom, on account of the literature
lining the shebres, 1t's s mock-grandiose title for a dinin-
utive stecty, Prom heve, to quote Thoimas | :=r|:|.'!|:. Mr {;
cati ook down 'on London and its smoke-tumult, Tike
i sage escapod froo the inaniry of ite’s batte'. [t containg
all manner of eceentricities: a lizard coeeping out of for
maldehyde, delicate pieces of netsuke and tangerines
mace of ivory. Mre C's refuge is a sornewhat jazzicr affair,
A dressing room with 3 1920s beaded-glass chandelier
and bespoke mirrored copboards that endlessly reflect
a chequerboard floor. She needed a certain number of
drawers for hats, knickers, rings and other accoutre.
ments. "We tried to make it in keeping with the archi-
tecture while meeting very specific requirements. Then

we put that ridhculons daybed in and it became a bét Biba-
ish: Sixties decadence with a reference Lo (he tracinioral
architecture.’ In order 1o saften the |r|-.'rc|rrr:il::|r r_.l'l:l'.:j::_u]rp
ery, Young employed what he calls “fat’ paint layver upon
layer of thick, brush-painted undercoar that desguises the
natare of the fimber andérmeii

The walls theaughout the core of the house have bein
decomeed with smilar ideals, in & textured paint contain-
ing chelk dust that feels like the original distemper, The
brickwork around a I-:rE]':l!ﬁn.‘r i% ingﬂinul;l witn thesoont
of a thousand fires, or at least it looks that way until you
realise that it has been mocked up by paint specialisss
DET. The original panelling has been delicately dis-
treased in the svting room on the first floor, where an
early Georgian dresser cuddles up to & large sofa com-
mizsioned from Clarke & Reilly, The silk curtains ore in
two-foae grean. 'Tused wo have & pair of trouasers like thas,'
says Mr O who has demonstrated remarkable TV AETA-
nimity thronghout the entive process. He even lot Roberl
loaaean the garder, and very beautifis i 1% ton, A seres
I"I:.|1|£‘h.|.£_¢"d chambery prisv icle 1 samee of ceremany and
[exrmatity, with a kitchen garden, a scenied gavden at the
pack (o calch the sun and an ared for the cougple o play
badmmiiatoan, which sesounds with the thwacking of shuat
Uecocks on o summer's dml.'. et Lcould trust Robert
and Josyane. T like the things they sell,’ Mr C explains.
‘Boliz art is, of all things, unpompous. 1 relied completely
o tineir taste and imagination’ =
Firwiére Interiors af Rodert Youmg Antigues, 5§ Rorfercin Bridge
fid, London S¥11 (020 7228 TR47; roberiynumgantiques com)
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